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The JPL RAPSO is chartered to divide the limited amount of tracking hours
amongst the various missions in as equitable allotment as can be achieved. The
communication windows that can be used for communication between the ground
and the Project/Spacecraft are called “viewperiods.” The concept of the
viewperiods for (any) mission is presented in this paper, along with the levels of
refinement  (Forecasting/Project/Mid-Range/NSS) associated with those
viewperiods.



